Island Biodiversity Coalition (IBC)

Accelerating island-led action on biodiversity and climate

Meeting Title: IBC Meeting #4
Date: 28th January 2026

Meeting Summary

The meeting underscored that achieving outcomes on biodiversity and climate implementation
in 2026 will hinge on capacity, coordination, and legal accountability, not just new funding
pledges. Updates from the CBD Secretariat highlighted progress on resource-mobilization
mechanisms, including analytical work on the biodiversity—climate finance nexus, debt
sustainability, and social safeguards, while acknowledging persistent operational barriers to
integrating climate and biodiversity finance in practice. Insights from GLISPA on the SIDS
Future Forum held in January in the UK, reinforced that long-term institutional capacity, financial
literacy, and diversified financing tools—rather than one-off projects—are essential for
sustainable ocean and biodiversity outcomes, with Conservation Trust Funds emerging as
proven anchors.

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) Advisory Opinion on Climate Change was once again
identified as a major advocacy lever, providing a strong legal basis to link state obligations
directly to climate, biodiversity protection, finance, restoration. The Coalition agreed to translate
this ruling into a practical, biodiversity-focused “pocket guide” for negotiators, practitioners,
youth advocates, and legal actors. Parallel efforts are underway to finalize an Island Advocacy
package, shifting the global narrative from island vulnerability to island leadership and value,
while strengthening youth engagement and legal literacy to support accountability at national
and nouu levels.

Priority Action Items

Progressing the ICJ AO Biodiversity-Climate Pocket Guide



e Participate in or support the ICJ Advisory Opinion Pocket Guide working group - likely
initial members are SPC, SPREP and OECS along with GLISPA. Outreach to the IUCN
Commission on Environmental Law will be made.

e Share examples of how international legal rulings have been translated into domestic
laws, policies, or accountability mechanisms.

e Explore funding or technical support for adapting and disseminating the guide across
regions and audiences (negotiators, youth, practitioners).

Identify people from your organisation/country/network who could contribute to this work.
Draft outline to be presented to February IBC meeting.

Contribute to advocacy and narrative building: the Island Advocacy Package

e Review and input into the forthcoming Island Advocacy Package, ensuring relevance for
donors, regional institutions, and implementing partners.

e Provide data, stories, and examples that demonstrate island leadership, stewardship,
and global contributions to biodiversity and climate solutions.

e Contribute evidence, case studies, or lessons learned on integrated climate—biodiversity
finance, capacity building, and long-term institutional funding (especially from SIDS and
island contexts).

e Align messaging and engagement around major 2026 milestones (CBD SBI, IPBES
processes, COPs) to avoid duplication and amplify impact.

e Draft outline to be presented to February IBC meeting.

Strengthen coalition reach

e Recommend additional organizations, country representatives, or networks—especially
from underrepresented island regions or sectors—to broaden coalition expertise and
influence.

Date of Next Meeting
Proposed Date: 25th February 2026

Focus: Review initial outlines of ICJ Biodiversity-Climate Pocket Guide and of Island Advocacy
Package, Update on outcomes for islands from IPBES12.

Calendar of Events (see full listing here)

Date Event Location More Info

slipbes-12-plenary

2-8 Feb IPBES 12 Plenary Manchester, UK https://www.ipbes.net/event



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CpX2CcTikTT3GkogR59vRglqXoLnGu65DwpqY3TQxM4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1R21CJShyjMsoJCgRR6ZrZc4_6TofKYrGk9l4RFUSzJY/edit?gid=72084324#gid=72084324

16-19 Feb [ CBD SBI 6

Rome, Italy

https://www.cbd.int/sbi/prep
aration

Video Link & Attachments

Meeting Recording
Passcode: #m2xUFa*

Attachments:

Example: ICJ COP30 Advisory Opinion Pocket Guide

Stay Connected: For Coalition updates and upcoming event information visit:

www.globalislandpartership.org



https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/Lc2S2e38_Y7REK5z1ExOIFHcgtnV4ED4B1ItQWXuoaFgW2C_vIvOoJ2MACwqkiWk.0uGu_g5uz9G-9tdp?startTime=1769625954000
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RSZdJ1ry1unCr8HLamJyqbiUkEEjaXkn/view
https://globalislandpartnership.org/bright-spot/island-biodiversity-coalition-reports
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